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Gaziantep is one of the 11
provinces affected by the
Kahramanmaraş / Pazarcık
earthquake on February 6, 2023.
Gaziantep is also one of the top
Syrian hosting cities. Kırkayak
Kültür continues to work for Dom
and Abdals , disadvantaged
groups in society , among other
victims of earthquake, to
exercise their fundamental
rights and to access services.

Their sheltering conditions were
bad even before the earthquake,
they struggle with poverty and
live in fear of entering their
makeshift houses.

Families staying in tents were
told to enter their homes, which
was regarded safe(!) after
naked-eye inspection. Families
now are forced to enter into
their houses that were insecure
even before the earthquake, out
of fear.
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My wife gave birth [recently]. She
stayed in the hospital for a day.
Now she's trying to warm up in the
car. We are afraid, we cannot enter
the houses. Neither we have a tent.
The children are all sick. There are
cracks in the houses, but we are
told to enter the houses, we are
afraid. We have no choice to enter
houses, we are afraid.

We stayed in a park for 2 weeks.
God damn it was hard. There was
no tent at first, we were out in the
cold. Then they gave a blue tent,
we were out in the cold for a time.
I swear there wasn't any bread at
first. Then the bread and meal were
delivered. They brought blankets
but they weren’t enough for us.
Officers came 2 days ago and told
us leave the tents and enter your
homes. We have cracks in our
house. We entered the houses out
of fear, but we cannot sleep. No
choice, we had to enter the house.
Children are sick, we are sick. We
left the tent, there are people in
distress, they will take them to
them.

(Male, 25, Dom from Turkey,
 Gaziantep)

(Female, 29, Syrian Abdal,
Gaziantep)
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At first, we were outside. Then we
stayed at the gym in the park. A
tent was given us, we set up a
stove. They said us to leave the
tents in the park and to go to our
homes. There are cracks in the
houses. The officers inspected and
said enter. We couldn't sleep at
night because of fear. Cracked but
we had to enter the house.

(Female, 22, Syrian Abdal,
Gaziantep)

Our house was destroyed. We set
up a tent. My brother's arm is
broken. I 'm afraid, sister, I swear,
how can we get into the house.

(Boy, 17, Syrian Abdal,
Gaziantep)

We entered to the houses, but we
are staying in the wild until 9-10 in
the evening, I swear, we are afraid.

(Male, 32, Dom from Turkey,
Gaziantep)



Due to the end of the urgency in
the city center and people
starting to enter their homes, the
kitchen has stopped serving and
focused on providing grocery
vouchers to families in need and
lost their incomes.

We are, with the support of
Syrian and local NGOs, getting
ready to open a long-term
kitchen , a safe space for all of
the victims of the earthquakes
and foster living together and
combat discrimination.
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The kitchen was
established in the
aftermath of the
earthquakes by the
Syrian and local
volunteers who cooked
hot meals and prepared
snacks for a total of
5088 individuals, they
delivered baby diapers
and food to 25 families,
and candies for 238 kids
at 9 locations in
Gaziantep and 1 location
in Kahramanmaraş , in 10
days.
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