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DOM COMMUNITIES AND
DOM IMMIGRANTS FROM
SYRIA IN MIDDLE EAST
COUNTRIES AT RISK OF
COVID-19 PANDEMIC
The novel Coronavirus impact on
disadvantaged and marginalised
groups like Dom reveal the
discriminations these groups face
more as they are underresourced and
underserved by emergent
legalisations and humanitarian aids.
While Covid-19 pandemic makes Rom,
Lom, Dom communities, refugees and
immigrants who live with poverty and
health inequities, more vulnerable,
this historical period bring the issue of
defending human rights of these
communities at the front.
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WHY ARE DOM* COMMUNITIES AT RISK DURING
THE PANDEMIC?
While the Covid-19 has spread around the World, there are lack of
information about this outbreak in the Middle Eastern countries which
Dom communities live in.
Also there is no information about the life conditions of Dom immigrants
who left Syria during nine year war period and become a refugee of
neighbour countries. As Kirkayak Culture when we talked with the people
from the community, it is appeared that pandemic measures harden
community’s life in the areas like nutrition, shelter, unemployment, health
and education.
·Dom communities and displaced Syrian Dom communities are at the risk
of poverty, famine, running water, bad sanitation and hygienic conditions
due to Covid-19.
Discrimination, racism and rising anti-immigration which is directed at Dom
communities put at risk this community during Covid-19 pandemic.

THE INFORMATION NOTE ON THE EFFECTS OF THE COVID-19 PANDEMIC IN DOM COMMUNİTIES WAS PREPARED BY KIRKAYAK
KÜLTÜR CENTER FOR MIGRATION AND CULTURAL STUDIES.
BY CONSİDERING RELATIONS OF AFFINITY, KIRKAYAK KÜLTÜR PREFERS USING THE WORD “DOM” AS A
GENERAL NAME OF PERIPATETIC GROUPS LIVING TOGETHER IN THE MIDDLE EAST AS COMPRISING THE
ABDAL COMMUNITIES LIVING THIS AREA.

We urgently invite national governments of
Turkey, Jordan. Lebanon and Iraq, United
Nations, European Union and EU members
countries individually, local and international
NGOs to take necessary precautions to prevent
virus spread in Dom communities.
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Risks for
discrimination
against and
marginalization
of Dom society
Doms living in the Middle East are the
most fragile social group in the countries
they have been living for centuries. They
have been systematically discriminated,
excluded from the public sphere, and
marginalized by other peoples they live
with.
Since a part of the Dom community still
lives a nomadic and semi-nomadic life,
the infected individuals can rapidly
spread the disease to other cities.
Therefore, the community both in the
host country and the other countries
could massively get infected, which leads
the disease to spread to other people
they live with.
The virus could be transmitted to others
rapidly due to the traditional communal
life with extended families as a result of
poverty.
The Covid-19 pandemic may inflame the
anti-Gypsy sentiments in the societies.
Dom communities could be accused of
spreading COVID-19 and targeted as the
scapegoat.

In the eyes of governments, they could be
guilty of spreading the disease as they have a
nomadic and semi-nomadic lifestyle.
Travel restrictions might prevent the nomadic
and semi-nomadic groups from accessing
life-sustaining needs such as food, clean
water, shelter and healthcare.
Particularly in recent years, the anti-refugee
and anti-immigrant sentiments have
increased both among society and politicians
in Middle Eastern countries, as in the other
countries of the world. This hate speech can
turn into physical attacks against the
displaced persons, migrants and refugees
with the rise of pandemic crisis. This violence
can also be directed at Syrian Dom refugees
among this population.
Particularly the fake news on social media
and the media may turn the refugees,
migrants and Doms, the most vulnerable
group among these, into the target of
violence.
In such crises, since the human rights
monitoring organizations and the nongovernmental organizations are not often
present in the field, governments may
attempt to deport the displaced Doms.
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Risks for poverty and
unemployment

Most of Doms work precariously in seasonal labor, recycling, and daily works. The community
encounter with extreme poverty due to the cease of these works as a result of the pandemic.
Rise in unemployment due to the crisis may cause other people to participate in these jobs.
This could deprive Dom communities of their livelihoods.
In the Middle East countries, the nomadic and semi-nomadic Dom Communities are paying
rent to the owners of lands that they have set up their tents. These families may have
difficulties in finding accommodation since they are not able to pay the rents as a result of
impoverishment coming with the epidemic.
The social aid, already limited in the Middle Eastern countries, may not reach Dom families
due to the "deep (hidden) anti-Gypsy sentiments" among the employees of the governments
and the humanitarian aid workers. In particular, displaced/refugee Dom families might be
deprived of social aids through systematic discrimination.
Syrian Doms may not be able to access social aids in the countries they sought asylum due to
the fact that they are forced to stay at camps or get deported or do not have necessary official
documents.
In the countries they live in, some of the Syrian Doms were trying to live on by selling small
items in the streets or collecting aid. Curfews declared by governments can deprive people of
these livelihoods. Moreover, many families may face hunger.
In times of crisis, the increase in prices of basic needs and food could cause Dom families who
have already limited access to them, encounter with malnutrition.
Delaying or suspending the distribution of aid by humanitarian and refugee
organizations may put Syrian Dom communities at the risk of hunger as the
families rely on the aid.
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Health risks
The low levels of literacy in the community, lack of
access to information and communication
channels, lack of information on the transmission
ways of the virus and the protection methods
increase the risk of Covid-19’s spreading in the
community.
Dom Communities in all countries live in
overcrowded or extended families. The dwellings
they live in are quite inadequate in terms of
maintaining their health and daily lives. The
nomadic and semi-nomadic people spend most
of the year in makeshift tents and deprive of clean
water and hygienic conditions. This situation
makes people vulnerable to the epidemic.
The average life expectancy of Doms, in general, is
lower than in other societies they live with. Health
conditions, chronic diseases and health problems
arising from malnutrition are quite common in the
community. Therefore, they are at very high risk of
the pandemic.
Climate change causes a decrease in water
resources which have already been inadequate in
the Middle East. This situation has forced the
nomadic and semi-nomadic communities like
Doms to change their migration routes and has
led the communities to leave the nomadism to a
large extent and to settle the peripheries of the
cities. Therefore, in these suburban
neighborhoods, they have difficulties to access to
basic life-sustaining necessities such as nutrition,
healthcare, work, shelter, and education. There
are serious problems, especially concerning the
communities' access to clean water. In these
neighborhoods, lack of drinking water and sewage
system makes access to clean water difficult.

Families obtain the water they daily need
from the wells, streams or construction areas
nearby. It is unknown whether these water
sources are clean or not.
On the other hand, since the nomadic groups
frequently change their accommodation
places, they are more likely to move around
rural areas or agricultural lands of suburban
areas to find jobs or flee from security forces.
Hence, they are obliged to get water from
creeks, wells and also drink drain water in
these areas. This kind of water resources is a
major health problem for the community.
These water resources particularly used for
irrigation, contain pesticides used in
agricultural areas which is a serious risk for
public health.
Another risk is the water resources near the
industrial areas. Dirty liquid wastes in
industrial areas get mixed in streams in these
regions and these water resources are used
by the communities. Furthermore, due to the
absence of a sewage and sanitary sewer
system especially in villages and towns,
the wastes are mixed in the streams in the
surroundings and communities have to
use these water resources.
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Risks in education

The schooling rate of Dom children in the Middle East countries is very low. Almost 90% of
displaced Syrian Dom children cannot go to school.
The discrimination and exclusion in the schools, poverty and financial inadequacy, in
general, are among the reasons why Dom children drop out of school. The pandemic crisis
affecting the whole world will further expand the barriers to these children's access to
education and make the situation much worse than before.
Especially Dom children attending school in Turkey are facing problems in participating in
distance education and homeschooling because of the living conditions.
Overcrowded houses are not suitable for learning. Most of the families do not have a
computer at home or parents cannot help their children’s lessons since they are illiterate.
Children who cannot access the equal right to education even in the formal education
system are completely deprived of these rights through distance education.
Community and training centers established under the leadership of non-governmental
organizations providing education to refugee children in the Middle East have been closed
due to the epidemic. Thus, children lack the tools for distance education.
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Emergency Precautions and
Humanitarian Aid
Urgent, national and local emergency action plans should be
drawn up in the countries where they live, involving immigrants,
refugees, displaced persons, socially vulnerable groups and Dom
communities.
During the preparation and implementation of the emergency
action plan to be prepared, community representatives and
representatives of non-governmental organizations working for
the rights of these groups should also participate.
Health care workers may not know where and how to reach the
Dom population. Emergency response and crisis teams should be
provided to the settlements where Dom communities live and the
migration places where they live.
With the support of community representatives and nongovernmental organizations, authorities should conduct needs
analysis at the level of neighborhoods and cities, the number of
people living in each settlement should be determined in terms
of age, gender, and information should be shared with national
and local crisis response teams for an emergency outbreak.
Existing immigration places of nomadic and semi-nomadic
groups should be settled by providing electricity, water, toilet
and food support and landowners’ rents, if any, should be paid
by the state.
Emergency economic measures should include socially
vulnerable groups, immigrants, refugees, displaced persons
and Dom communities. Financial aid should be provided to
vulnerable groups.
Public institutions and humanitarian
organizations should treat Doms equally when
taking and implementing preventive measures.
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Food and Hygiene Support
The vast majority of Dom families in the Middle Eastern countries live without
regular income. Due to the curfews announced as a result of the virus epidemic,
they could not do the daily activities they could do. The uncertainty of how long
the pandemic crisis will last can put families facing hunger. These families
should be identified urgently, and humanitarian aid programs should be
designed to reach all vulnerable families. Urgent distribution of food and
hygiene materials should be done in an organized and planned manner without
breaking the dignity of people.

Access to Water, Electricity, Rent and
Infrastructure
One of the main problems of the community in the Middle Eastern countries is access to
clean water. The high-water bill prices lead the community to natural water resources,
leaving unsanitary wells and flowing walls in agricultural areas and having to use them in
daily life. The fact that the waters in agricultural areas are contaminated with pesticide and
pesticide wastes pose a great health risk.
Urgently, communities should have access to clean water. If the urban water system is
remote, water should be brought to the migration places where the tents are located by
tankers.
Neighborhoods, streets and migration places where Doms live should be included in
disinfection measures of local governments.
Electrical system should be connected to the residential areas and portable toilet cabins
should be provided.
Hygiene, sanitation materials and cleaning kits needed by communities should be
provided.
The vast majority of families do not have their own homes, they live in rented homes.
Doms are also obliged to pay rent for the migration places where they set up tents in
some Middle Eastern countries. During outbreak measures families should
be given rent support for these areas and houses.
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Access to Healthcare System and Medical
Materials
Doms should have free access to the health system in their country of
residence. Treatment and medicine fees should be paid free of charge
regardless of whether they are citizens or have residence permits.
The Syrian Dom community must have access to health everywhere
regardless of the rule the people covered by temporary protection in Turkey
for access to health and other services, must not reside in the cities where
they are registered.
An equal system should be established for all those which prevent
discriminatory practices in terms of equal access to the healthcare system,
treatment and drug supply, and never leave anyone behind.

Ensuring the Security of Dom Communities
Doms do not feel safe in the countries where they live. They often change places due to
lack of identity cards and compulsory military service and being refugee. The “anti-gypsy”
and discriminatory practices of local governments and law enforcement officers mobilize
them. Some of the Syrian Dom groups are constantly shifting their places with fear of
being sent to camps and deported.
The administrations in the places where Doms live should end these practices in order for
the community to feel safe and create areas where they can live without discrimination.

Dom Children 'Access to Distance Education
Alternative and creative ways of home education should be developed for children at
school.
NGOs working in the field of education should deliver educational materials to these
children. Measures should be taken to ensure that Dom children, who have to stay in their
homes by converting the negativity of the pandemic to positive, have access to education.
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THE ROLE OF CIVIL
SOCIETY
NGOs should adapt their emergency plans to
pandemic conditions and prepare action
plans in line with the current situation by
persuading the authorities and without
putting their employees at risk in terms of
health.
Rapid action should be taken to make
protection and outreach programs produce
solutions to the current situation. Because
fragile communities are at a higher risk and
time is running out due to the current COVID19 outbreak.
Civil Society; encourage governments,
institutions and other stakeholders to meet
the needs of particularly vulnerable and
vulnerable groups.
Unfortunately, "some of the Civil Society
employees still have ‘anti gypsy’ approach.
Field workers should be careful not to engage
in behaviors that disrespect, unprotect, and
discriminate against and disrespect human
dignity.
While providing help or social support to
people, an understanding that is equal to
everyone and that leaves nobody behind
should be developed.
Civil society should develop awareness-raising
programs to promote dialogue and
efforts to co-exist between
Doms and other communities
they live with.
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THE ROLE OF CIVIL
SOCIETY
Civil Society should analyze the needs of the
community continuously and inform the
authorities and donors about the needs of the
community. While doing all this, the
participation of community members in
decision making mechanisms and hotlines
should be established.
The community should be informed about the
epidemic, and continuous information
campaigns should be conducted on current
situations that guide them in accessing health
and other services.
Ensure that the community has access to
protective materials (masks, gloves,
disinfectants) and be informed about
protective measures.
Civil society should follow social media and
other media, follow anti-gypsy, anti-immigrant
and hate speech, rumors and false news that
make communities a target, and follow these
issues within the framework of the law.
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Preparing for the
Post-COVID 19 Process
Monitoring socio-economic changes and effects in the society after the pandemic: It is
seen that the pandemic will spread over a long time, even if it ends, its effects will be
long and a new socio-economic structure will be formed. At this point, studies should
be conducted on how fragile groups will exist in this new socio-economic structure
that will be formed with the pandemic, how they can live with their own habits and
lifestyle, and how they can get out of this situation with the least harm.
Including representatives of these communities and non-governmental organizations
in the post-crisis policies to be developed in the new period after the COVID-19
outbreak; their housing and infrastructure development, economic participation
(employment and self-employment), access to education, etc. not to be left behind in
areas.

We urge governments in the Middle Eastern
countries, the UN, European Union, local and
international non-governmental organizations
to take necessary measures to urgently protect
Dom Communities against the COVID-19
outbreak .
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Basic information about the living
conditions of Dom Communities in the
Middle East

Palestine, Turkey, Kuwait and the United Arab Emirates. Although their exact
numbers are unknown, it is estimated that there are about 3-5 million Dom
population in the Middle East countries.
Due to the Dom society, nomadic and semi-nomadic lifestyles and the IndoAryan ethnicity and Domari language in the Middle Eastern countries, they were
deprived of political representation, access to job opportunities and even
citizenship.
Conflict processes in the Middle East, especially in the last 30 years, and the
political and physical turmoil and violence that emerged with the political and
physical destruction of Syria and Iraq caused the displacement of the Dom
society.
The turbulent process in the Middle East shook small ethnic groups, ‘others’, the
most. These groups wanted to stay away from conflicts and remain neutral in
order to avoid future ambiguity and to be protected, but conflict and chaos have
grown so much that these communities have become the common target even
in the smallest conflict. They had to leave their homes. They crossed the
borders, in the poor ghettos on the walls of the cities where they lived; They try
to survive in makeshift houses, barracks and tents. They are trying to feed their
children's bellies by collecting waste and scraps from garbage and daily and
seasonal labor. In the hope of finding a job, they fell off the road again and
returned to nomadism. With the trouble of bread, they started to
wander around the city.
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Basic information about the living
conditions of Dom Communities in the
Middle East
Today, Dom Society in the Middle East is not included in public spaces as much
as possible and is pushed to live in the distant districts of cities and living in the
countryside.
The neighborhoods where they live are very crowded, there are big deficiencies
in clean water, sewerage systems and the infrastructure of their
neighborhoods. Many poor families live in overcrowded homes, and sometimes
several families try to live in a household due to rental fees. These living
conditions prevent them from following the social distance rule during the
epidemic. Access to public services is very limited. They benefit from basic
services such as children's education, access to health, access to electricity and
clean water as little as possible. This situation, which has been going on for
hundreds of years, deepens the marginalization of Dom and other related
groups. Anti-Gypsy prejudices and discrimination continue in the Middle East
society, similar to other countries in the world*.

PS: THIS INFORMATIVE NOTE ON THE EFFECTS OF COVIT-19 PANDEMIC
ON DOM COMMUNITIES WAS PREPARED BY THE KIRKAYAK KULTUR
CENTER FOR MIGRATION AND CULTURAL STUDIES.

*ENCOURAGİNG INTEGRATİON AND SOCİAL COHESİON OF SYRİAN DOM
IMMİGRANTS - PROPOSAL FOR A REGİONAL SOCİAL INCLUSİON STRATEGY TURKEY,
LEBANON AND JORDAN HTTP://WWW.MİDDLEEASTGYPSİES.COM/REPORTS-ARTİCLES/

